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the custom for men at Bellary. They offer fruit and
flowers, prostrate themselves on the ground before the
image, then take out the pin and present it to the
goddess.
In front of the shrine, in an open space across the
road, about fifteen yards off, stands a block of granite
like a thick milestone rounded above, with a small
hollow on the top, and a female figure without
arms, representing Doddamma, the sister and com-
panion of Mahesvaramma. The pujari pours the
curds they bring into the hollow on the top of the
stone, and smears the image with turmeric and kun-
kuma, puts a garland round the stone and breaks a
cocoanut before it. Doddamma seems to be treated as
a younger sister of the goddess, whom it is politic to
propitiate, though with inferior honours.
An annual festival is held in this village after
harvest. A special clay image is made by the gold-
smith from the mud of the village tank and a canopy
is erected in a spot where four lanes meet, and decorated
with tinsel and flowers. The goldsmith takes the image
from his house, and deposits it beneath the canopy.
The festival lasts three days. On the first day the
proceedings begin at about two p.m., the washerman
acting as pujari. He is given about two seers of rice,
which he boils, and at about five p.m. brings and spreads
before the image. Then he pours curds and turmeric
over the image, probably to avert the evil eye, and
prostrates himself. The villagers next bring rice,
fruits, flowers, incense and camphor, and aratz, z,e.
small lamps made of rice-flour paste, each with oil in it
and a lighted wick. These are very commonly used in
the Canarese country. One aratl is waved by the head
of each household before the clay image, another before
the shrine of Mahesvaramma, another before a shrine
of Munesvara about two furlongs off, and a fourth at
home to his own household deity. During these
ceremonies music is played, and tom-toms are sounded
without ceasing. After this ceremony any Sudras, who
have made vows, kill sheep and fowls in their own